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Application by Institutions for Grants for the Spirit of Life

 Foundation Educational Scholarship
Overview.  The Spirit of Life Foundation, a federally recognized 501c.3 non-profit entity chartered in Illinois, makes awards to nonprofit institutions for the purpose of supporting students who wish to undertake exceptional international or domestic education programs.  A description of the Foundation’s goals, objectives and operations is provided at www.spiritoflifefdn.org.  In brief, the foundation makes awards of $3000 (2021) per student to qualified institutions for support of a specific educational program proposed by the student.  The Foundation does not provide indirect funds and expects the entirety of the award to flow through the recipient institution to the awardee.  These scholarships are to be known as The Spirit of Life Foundation Educational Scholarship.  The Foundation expects the student to complete a proposal before embarking on their educational program and to complete a report upon their return.  The Foundation expects the student to use the Foundation’s proposal and report templates, or closely related templates produced by the institution, and to file the documents with their institution which will subsequently send them to the Foundation.  Each supported institution is responsible for advertising the program, reviewing proposals, selecting the annual awardee(s), distributing the funds to the student, and ensuring that the student completes a report at the end of the  educational experience.

The mission of the Foundation is overseen by an Advisory Council.  The Foundation’s operations are administered by the trustee for the Spirit of Life Charitable Trust (maintained by the Fairfield National Bank, Fairfield, Illinois).  The trustee is responsible for distribution of annual awards, maintaining records of student reports and communication of these with the Advisory Council.

Timetable.  Approved institutions will receive their letter of continued support and award check each January.  It is expected that each institution will solicit proposals and select an awardee by late winter or early spring of each year, thereby allowing students to make appropriate travel plans, conduct their  educational experience and write up their report by October 15 of each year (travel needs to be completed in the year scholarship is awarded).  Supported institutions have until November 15th to forward student reports to the trustee.  The trustee shares the reports with the Advisory Council and decisions as to continue or discontinue support of current institutions are made in December.

Application Directions for Institutions.  Please examine the attached examples of Project Proposal and Project Report and complete the following.

1. Name of Institution

2. Address

3. Do you have an office for international student studies: _____ Yes   ______ No

4. Title of Institutional Official Responsible for Off-Campus Educational Studies:

5. Contact Information for this Official:

6. At present how many off-campus study programs do your students take part in?

7. Please provide a telegraphic description of 1 to 3 of these programs, using the following format:

A. Name of program and location

B. Years that your students have attended the program.

C. Approximate cost to the student of the program, excluding transportation.

D. Length of program, in weeks

8. Describe (200 words or less) the history of off-campus student studies at your institution.

9. Are you willing to require students applying for support by the Foundation to complete a Project Proposal, using the template provided?

10. Are you willing to require students who have been supported by the Foundation to complete a Project Report, using the template provided?
