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Application for the Spirit of Life

 Foundation Educational Scholarship
Overview.  The Spirit of Life Foundation, a federally recognized 501c.3 non-profit entity chartered in Illinois, makes awards to nonprofit institutions for the purpose of supporting students who wish to undertake exceptional international or domestic education programs.  A description of the Foundation’s goals, objectives and operations is provided at www.spiritoflifefdn.org.  In brief, the foundation makes an award for one student of up to $7000 (2025)  for support of a specific educational program proposed by the student.  The Foundation does not provide indirect funds and expects the entirety of the award to be delivered by the recipient institution to the awardee.  These scholarships are to be known as The Spirit of Life Foundation Educational Scholarship.  The Foundation expects the student to complete a proposal before embarking on their educational program and to complete a report upon their return.  The Foundation expects the student to use the Foundation’s proposal and report templates. It is the student’s responsibility to submit a completed report to the Foundation’s corporate trustee, Fairfield National Bank.   When a scholarship is awarded to a student the checks are sent to the student’s care of the student’s college or university which is responsible for conveying them to the student.
The mission of the Foundation is overseen by an Advisory Council.  The Foundation’s operations are administered by the trustee for the Spirit of Life Charitable Trust (maintained by the Fairfield National Bank, Fairfield, Illinois).  The trustee is responsible for distribution of annual awards, maintaining records of student reports and communication of these with the Advisory Council.

Timetable.  The Trustee will make a broad announcement of the availability of each year’s award cycle in January. Applicants will submit an application, using the Proposal template by March 1, and an awardee will be selected by the Advisory Council prior to May 1st  each year, thereby allowing students to make appropriate travel plans, conduct their  educational experience and write up their report by December 15th to their report to the trustee.  The trustee shares the report with the Advisory Council .
